Identifier Mapping

Generic Name
Primary Uses
Characteristics
Identifier Authority / Eligibility for Identifier
Secondary Uses

GUID/UUID
Primary internal key for systems and accounting, such as file access, userid
· Non-reassignable, 

· non-revocable, 

· opaque, 

· can be globally unique
Assigned by Central IT

Assigned to current active users of campus electronic users
Archiving institutional electronic records

Student number and/or Employee ID
Identifier for legacy SIS and/or Human Resource systems
· Reassignable 

· Seldom revoked 

· Opaque 


Assigned by Central SIS or Human Res system

Assigned to current active students and/or staff


Accountname
Login to primary account
· Reassignable 

· Seldom revoked 

· Lucent 


Assigned by Central IT

Assigned to current active users of campus electronic users


Netid
Network login, modem
· Reassignable 

· Seldom revoked 

· Lucent
Assigned by Central IT

Assigned to current active users of campus electronic users
Is often the same as the login name, but perhaps with a different password

Pseudonymous
Library access
· Reassignable 

· Seldom revoked 

· Opaque
· Assigned by Personnel

· Assigned to current active users of campus electronic users
Posting grades

Library id
Access to library materials
· 
· Assigned by Library

· Assigned to patrons (extended community, state citizens, etc.)


Person registry
Resolution of name ambiguities 
· Reassignable 

· Seldom revoked 

· Opaque
Personnel with links to Student Services

Anyone with connection to institution


Email address
Email alias
· Reassignable 

· Revocable 

· Lucent
Central IT

Provided to campus account holders
May have several

Departmental ids
For departmental applications
· 
Departments
May be campus-wide, eg Fac Management Building access

Group ids
To denote email lists, web page access controls, etc.
· Reassignable 

· Revocable 

· Lucent
Central IT

Provided by…
In what name space to put them, and what permissions to give them?

Characteristic Definitions:


Non-reassignable – the identifier value will never be assigned to another real-world subject (eg dce guid)


Non-revocable – the real world subject will never have another value for this identifier (eg ssn)


Opaque versus lucent – can the real world subject be discerned from the value of the identifier (eg email addresses are usually lucent; UUID’s and barcodes are opaque)


Public visibility – who can see the identifier (eg email address)

Places to Use Identifier Mapping:

· The contents of various fields of an X.509 certificate, including the subject field 

· The CRUD (Create, Read, Update, Delete) matrix to understand the various roles that individuals and organizations have as data is consolidated within a directory.

· As the RDN for a person within a directory

· And many others…

